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As the Congo erupts in violent rebellion in 1964, old faces and new find themselves swept into a

maelstrom of danger as the United States becomes more and more deeply involved. Husbands and

wives, generals, colonels, and cocksure privates find that there is now not only a new breed of

soldier, but a new breed of warâ€•sudden, savage, played by no rules ever known before. To learn it,

the men of the brotherhood must risk everything, but when the summons comes, they are ready to

answer the call...
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"The Brotherhood of War" series is really six books, beginning in 1944 with "The Lieutenants" and

ending in 1970 with "The Generals." This book, though nominally #7 in the series, is (like "The

Aviators," nominally #8) not so much a part of the series as a stand-alone adjunct to it. Major

characters from the first six books (Craig Lowell, Sandy Felter) are supporting characters here, and

the focus is on characters that didn't exist (or received limited attention) in the main series.One

happy result of this is that, although "The New Breed" *can* be read as part of the original series

(Note: Descriptions of it as a "prequel" to "The Generals" notwithstanding, it's really read better

*after* that book) it also works perfectly well as a stand-alone novel. Fans of the series will see

dimensions in the Craig Lowell/Geoff Craig relationships that first-timers won't, but those nuances

aren't critical to enjoying the story.The story proper is about U. S. Army intervention in the former

Belgian Congo during its post-independence civil war . . . an aspect of the Cold War that most



Americans know about only from an old Tom Lehrer lyric about making peace "the way we did in

Stanleyville and Saigon." Griffin makes good use of the post-colonial setting, and Col. Michael "Mad

Mike" Hoare, a famous leader of mercenaries in the real world, makes a credible supporting

character. The three leading fictional characters, Karl-Heinz Wagner, Geoffrey Craig, and Jacques

"Jack" Portet are all drawn well enough to be interesting, and Griffin uses Wagner (an East German

defector) and Portet (a Belgian-American airline pilot who gets drafted) to say some thoughtful

things about loyalty and cultural differences.
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